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Willum Warrain acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the land our Gathering Place is located on, 
the Bunurong/ Boon Wurrung People of the Kulin Nation and pay our respects to their Elders past, 

present, and emerging. We value the ongoing cultural guidance and support provided  
by the Bunurong Land Council.  
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Organisation Details 

Willum Warrain Aboriginal Association Inc. is a not-for-profit charitable organisation currently 
registered as follows: 

Organisation name  :   Willum Warrain Aboriginal Association Inc. 

Registered   :  Consumer Affairs Victoria 

Act    :  Associations Incorporation Act 1981 

Date registered                :     18th June, 2010    

Location(s) registered  :  Victoria, A0054624N 

Type    :  Association 

Business structure  :  Not for Profit Charity/community-based     

Aboriginal Association 

ABN    :  41 179 080 355 

DGR Status Granted  :  29TH November 2014 

Address                 :  10C Pound Road, Hastings Victoria 3915 
Postal Address   :  PO Box 583, Hastings Victoria 3915 
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Our Vision 

“A vibrant and confident Aboriginal community, encouraging cultural strengthening and providing a 
safe gathering place for all community members”.       

 

 



 

5 

 

Our Board 

The Willum Warrain Board is committed to: 
 

• Always acting in the best interests of the Association. 

• Conducting itself in a way which is becoming to the Association. 

• Providing programs, events and services that meet the needs of the community. 

• Ensuring the strategies and tasks outlined in the Strategic Plan are actioned. 

• Ensuring the Association maintains its vision and relevance to the community. 

• Providing a voice advocating on behalf of community. 

• Ensuring that Willum Warrain is run professionally, with probity and high ethical 

standards. 
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• I am a proud Palawa woman 

• A founding member of  

Willum Warrain and on the  

Board since 2014. 

• I am passionate about youth 

 programs and keeping kids  

connected to culture and  

community. 

• I am currently Engagement 

and Cultural Lead at  

Monterey Secondary College.   

 

ENTHUSIASTIC AND RESPECTFUL  
TEAM PLAYER, COMMITTED TO  
SOCIAL JUSTICE AND OUR MOB 

 • I am a proud Palawa man living 

in Southern Melbourne. 

• I am currently employed as an 

Executive of a large Healthcare 

company. 

• My key drivers are 

understanding, compassion and 

ambition. I strive to achieve 

these and foster them in others. 

• I believe in investing for the long 

term, as change takes time and 

commitment.  

KEEN TO HELP YOUNGER 
GENERATIONS LEARN ABOUT 
THEIR CULTURAL HERITAGE 
 

 • I am a proud Ngugi woman of the 

Quandamooka people from 

Moreton Island. I grew up mostly 

on Bunurong Country and have 

spent my adult life working within 

the Kulin Nations on Wurundjeri 

Country within community and 

government sectors.  

• I have extensive experience and 

knowledge in forensic mental 

health, cultural safety, and social 

emotional wellbeing. 

IMPORTANT VALUES INCLUDE 

SOCIAL JUSTICE AND INCLUSION, 

CULTURAL CONNECTION 

THROUGH HEALING AND 

CULTURAL STRENGTHENING AND 

PROMOTING THE IMPORTANCE 

OF ABORIGINAL WAYS OF 

KNOWING AND BEING AND 

BELONGING 

JEANETTE KAINDEL 
PRESIDENT 

ROB MORGAN 
VICE PRESIDENT 

HILLARY ALDENHOVEN 
SECRETARY 
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• I am a proud Boandik fella. 

• I have recently joined the 

Programmed team looking  

after South East Water’s  

Maintenance in a  

Supervisory role. 

• I am passionate about 

supporting mob to  

learn culture and connect  

with their history. 

• I am currently the Treasurer  

on the Board of  

Willum Warrain. 

CONNECTING TO CULTURE AND  
COMMUNITY IS KEY TO 
HEALING 

 • I am a proud Birri Gubba woman 

from the Bindal Group in Ayr, 

QLD, with family ties to Cherbourg 

Aboriginal Mission, QLD. 

• I was inducted into the Victorian 

Aboriginal Honour Roll in 2019. 

• I have worked with community 

supporting social and emotional 

wellbeing for over 30 years. 

• I am currently employed by 

Peninsula Health as the 

Elder/Cultural Lead. 

• I recently co-authored a research 

paper about the importance of 

Aboriginal Hospital Liaison 

Officers in the British Journal of 

Social Work. 

PASSIONATE ABOUT 
SUPPORTING MOB LIVE HEALTHY 
LIVES AND AN ADVOCATE FOR 
THE IMPORTANCE OF 
ABORIGINAL ELDERS IN OUR 
COMMUNITY 

 • I am a proud Palawa woman. 

• I have been a Board member of 

Willum Warrain for the past 4 

years and love seeing 

community engaging in cultural 

programs. 

• I have been employed by VACCA 

for the past 10 years. 

• I am passionate about 

advocating for our people and 

strive to be a positive role model 

for my community. 

• I am very interested in cultural 

practice and knowledge. 

 

A STRONG COMMITMENT TO 

COMMUNITY AND CULTURE 

 

 

 

DEBBIE CLIFFORD 
BOARD MEMBER 

AUNTY HELEN BNADS 
BOARD MEMBER 

AARON SIMMLER 
TREASURER 
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• I am a proud Pitta Pitta woman, 
born and raised in Northwest 
Queensland. 

• I have worked in the sector of 
Family violence for over 20 years 
and believe assistance and supports 
needs to be made available for the 
whole family 

• I believe that spiritual and cultural 
connection is healing and plays a 
major role in our wellbeing 

• I believe in strength-based 
approaches and positive thinking. 

• I have lived and worked in the 
Mornington Peninsula for the last  
8 years and love connecting with 
our MOB. 
 
CULTURAL CONNECTEDNESS IS 
WHAT KEEPS OUR COMMUNITIES 
STRONG AND IMPACTS ON OUR 
SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL AND 
SPIRITUAL WELLBEING. 

 

 

 • I am a proud Lowendjeri 

Boonwurrung Kulin man living 

on the Mornington Peninsula. 

• I am a current Ph.D candidate 

researching the healing impacts 

cultural practices have on 

Aboriginal peoples. 

• I am a musician, producer, 

photographer and artist. 

• Served on Victorian NAIDOC 

committee. 

PASSIONATE ABOUT 
COMMUNITY CONNECTION 
AROUND CULTURAL PRACTICES  

 

    

    
SHIRLEY SLANN 

BOARD MEMBER 
RUDI LOUIS TAYLOR 

BOARD MEMBER 
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Our Staff 

 

 
PETER ALDENHOVEN 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

 
KARSTEN POLL 

EXECUTIVE OFFICER - OPERATIONS 

 
BELINDA BLACK 

ACCOUNTS 

ANGELA ESTCOURT 
WOMEN’S BUSINESS – 

CULTURAL LEAD 

SAMANTHA TRIST 
ART PROGRAMS –  

CULTURAL SUPPORT 

 
SAM VULLERS 

ADMINISTRATION 

ALVIN RAJKOVIC   
MAINTENANCE & 

CULTURAL SUPPORT 

 
UNCLE JOHN MCLEAN 
CULTURAL SUPPORT 

         
         CARISSA WATTS 

CULTURAL SUPPORT 
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- 

• Vital community support has been provided in the last twelve months 

• The much-promised community shed and staff room extension has been built 

• Shire masterplan has guaranteed Willum Warrain’s future with a doubling in size of the 

property and a 30-
year lease  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NADIA DOUGLAS 
COMMUNITY 

ENGAGEMENT OFFICER 

TAMMY SIPTHORPE 
CULTURAL 
SUPPORT 

JULIE MORGAN 
HORTICULTURAL SUPPORT 
& CULTURAL ENGAGEMENT 

 

ISAIAH COLUMBINE 
HORTICULTURAL 

LEAD 

 
KERRALEE JAMES 
HORTICULTURAL 

SUPPORT 
 

 
SISSY EDWARDS 
HORTICULTURAL 

SUPPORT 
 

 
NATALIE SCHWABEGGER 

HORTICULTURAL 
SUPPORT 

 

KYAH STEPHENS 
YOUTH LEADER 

PETE MARTIN 
YOUTH SUPPORT 

 

MELISSA STEBBING 
ELDERS SUPPORT          

& CLEANER 

 
JUSTINE LENART 
HORTICULTURAL 

SUPPORT 
 

SKY AUSTIN 
HORTICULTURAL 

SUPPORT 
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President’s Report 

 
Willum Warrain has had another very positive year with our programs and events all flourishing and 
general engagement with the Gathering Place picking up considerably.  
Our finances have remained strong despite some revenue reductions (as you will see in the Treasurer’s 
report) and the Board is committed to delivering our two key infrastructure projects, a new Pun Pun 
(wetlands) and a new entrance building in response to our community’s growth trajectory. The Pun 
Pun project has gone out to tender. 
Willum Warrain is part of the fastest growing Aboriginal catchment in Victoria – our mob on the 
Mornington Peninsula isn’t going anywhere! 
 
Some cultural highlights have been: - 
 

• having 41 babies be named for Country at our Welcome Baby to Country event in February. 

• our Southern Metro, region wide, Koorie Youth Summit attracting Aboriginal students from 32 
secondary schools and 

• our mega annual Mornington Peninsula Reconciliation Walk this year with 1200 participants. 
 
Also, as many will be aware, Willum Warrain has two social enterprises, designed to create 
employment for mob and diversify our funding streams. One of those, the Willum Warrain Bush 
Nursery, was featured on Gardening Australia in September– being featured on national television was 
a notable achievement. The other social enterprise, Cultural Immersion Tours, and Cultural Awareness 
Training has grown significantly this year and is very popular with schools, community groups, agencies 
and corporates – we are on track for 10,000 visits in 2023. 
 
As President of Willum Warrain, I would like to acknowledge that the referendum outcome was 
profoundly disappointing to many in our community, both mob and allies. Willum Warrain had 
supported the Yes case trying to promote understanding and awareness since October last year. We 
take solace in the knowledge that we are following in the footsteps of our Elders who have sought 
change patiently and we will continue in their path. We take heart from the many allies in our 
community who walked with us in solidarity. 
 
Willum Warrain performs an important role in the broader life of the Mornington Peninsula. We 
welcome all who visit us and share culture, knowledge, and friendship with everyone. I would like to 
thank all our staff, mob, kin, friends, and allies who make up our broader family who love coming to 
work or visit here, to be part of our Aboriginal community or to volunteer here.  Thanks also to all our 
funders and supporters who enable our community to realise our aspirations, to hope and heal and 
build a self-determined path for ourselves. 
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Finally, as many of you know, after 5 years as President, I am stepping down from this position 
remaining however on the Board. It has been my pleasure to have served in this role. I would like to 
thank the Board for being so committed to community, for always ensuring our gathering place is run 
professionally and with the utmost financial probity, and for always supporting me in my role.  I 
promise I will do the same for the next leader of Willum Warrain.  
 
Jeanette Kaindel 
President 
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Treasurer’s Report 2022-2023   

Directors present this report on behalf of Willum Warrain for the financial year ended 30th June 
2023. 
The following persons held the office of Director during the year or since the end of the financial 
year (unless otherwise stated): 
 
Jeanette Kaindel     Aunty Helen Bnads 
Rudi Louis Taylor    Rob Morgan 
Debbie Clifford     Hillary Aldenhoven 
Shirley Slann     Aaron Simmler 
 
 

NET BANK BALANCE: 
 Accounts 2023 Accounts 2022 

Opening Bank Balance at Start of Financial 
Year 

$1,296,801 $1,388,528 

Plus, total cash Income from operating 
activities 

$8,748 $45,695 

Plus, total cash Income from financing 
activities 

- - 

Less: total cash Payments from investing 
activities -Purchases of property plant and 
equipment 

      ($655,925) ($137,422) 

Closing Bank Balance at End of Financial Year $632,128 $1,296,801 

Note: A more detailed reconciliation is available upon request 
 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
The last financial year has seen a slight reduction in our overall revenue. Post-COVID funding injections 
have now ended. 
We have experienced sizable reductions in state government funding for staffing and in general 
philanthropic investment into our community. This has been offset by an increase in support from the 
Mornington Peninsula Shire and the fact that our two social enterprises, the Bush Nursery and Cultural 
Tours/ Awareness Training, are now generating significant income in their own rights. 
Our closing bank balance at the end of the financial year, approximately half that of 2021/2, reflects 
moneys being placed in term deposits for wetlands and entrance building projects. 
The path forward is to continue building our social enterprises and redouble efforts to secure 
government and philanthropic support for our staffing, operations, programs, and events. 

 



 

17 

 

 
HIGHLIGHTS: 
 
● Willum Warrain’s operations were able to return to full capacity without the impact of COVID this 

financial year.  Attendance at our programs and events has increased in  tempo and scale.  
● Our public events are becoming increasingly popular. Most of this vital work in the Reconciliation 

space is currently unfunded by Government though we have received an increase in public 
donations. 

● The long-awaited Pun Pun (Wetlands) Project is about to proceed with the planning approval 
process completed. Funding totalling $140K is in place to construct a boardwalk and wetlands 
expansion which will enhance the Cultural Immersion Tours experience. 

● The path forward is to continue building our social enterprises and work harder to secure 
philanthropic support for our staffing, operations, programs, and events. 

 

Willum Warrain continues to flourish with the continued support of 

   
Sustainable Table CAGES Foundation Grace Professional Services 
Lord Mayor’s Charitable Foundation Gandel Philanthropy YMCA/Camp Manyung 
Koondee Woonga-gat Toor-ong                 Service Stream  Ionair Australia 
William Buckland Foundation Ross Trust Blue Scope Steel 
Australian Communities Foundation Fouress Foundation Port Phillip Estate 
Annamila First Nations’ Foundation Tripple   Hedgeworks 
Igniting Change   5 Point Foundation Peninsula Hot Springs 
Paul Ramsey Foundation Business Lighthouse Peninsula Community Legal 
Fellowship for Indigenous Leadership Downer  Headspace, Hastings 
Mornington Peninsula Foundation             Esso       Arthurs Seat Eagle                                                                                   
Mornington Peninsula Shire Plantmark Wholesale Nursery  
Roberts Family Foundation Dpt of Premier and Cabinet  
Neighbourhood House Victoria  Dpt of Families, Fairness and Housing  

 

THE TEAM HERE AT WILLUM WARRAIN WISH TO THANK: 
 

The Team at Business Lighthouse and Paul Fox from Super Audit Services, for all your work in assisting 

to manage our finances. 
 
Aaron Simmler - Treasurer 

We, two current Board members, certify that the above financial statements give a true and fair view 
of the financial position and performance of the Association. 
 
 
 
_____________________________________                       ______________________________________ 

                Jeanette Kaindel                          Aaron Simmler  
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Audit Scope    
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Contact Information 

Willum Warrain Aboriginal Association Incorporated  

10C Pound Road, Hastings VIC 3915 

PO Box 583 Hastings Victoria 3915  

Tel: 03 5979 1391 

Email: gpc@willumwarrin.org.au 

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK and INSTAGRAM  

www.willumwarrain.org.au 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:gpc@willumwarrin.org.au

