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Willum Warrain acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the land our Gathering Place is located on, 
the Bunurong/ Boon Wurrung People of the Kulin Nation and pay our respects to their Elders past, 

present, and emerging. We value the ongoing cultural guidance and support provided  
by the Bunurong Land Council.  
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Organisation Details 

Willum Warrain Aboriginal Association Inc. is a not-for-profit charitable organisation currently 
registered as follows: 

Organisation name  :   Willum Warrain Aboriginal Association Inc. 

Registered   :  Consumer Affairs Victoria 

Act    :  Associations Incorporation Act 1981 

Date registered                :  18th June, 2010    

Location(s) registered  :  Victoria, A0054624N 

Type    :  Association 

Business structure  :  Not for Profit Charity/community-based     

Aboriginal Association 

ABN    :  41 179 080 355 

DGR Status Granted  :  29TH November 2014 

Address                  :  10C Pound Road, Hastings Victoria 3915 
Postal Address   :  PO Box 583, Hastings Victoria 3915 
 

Artwork by Deborah Edwards 
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Our Vision 

“A vibrant and confident Aboriginal community, encouraging cultural strengthening and 
providing a safe gathering place for all community members”. 
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Our Board 

The Willum Warrain Board is committed to: 
 

• Always acting in the best interests of the Association. 

• Conducting itself in a way which is becoming to the Association. 

• Providing programs, events and services that meet the needs of the community. 

• Ensuring the strategies and tasks outlined in the Strategic Plan are actioned. 

• Ensuring the Association maintains its vision and relevance to the community. 

• Providing a voice advocating on behalf of community. 

• Ensuring that Willum Warrain is run professionally, with probity and high ethical 

standards. 
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• I am a proud Boandik fella. 

• I work with the Programmed 
team looking after Southeast 
Water’s Maintenance in a 
supervisory role. 

• I am passionate about 
supporting mob to learn 
culture and connect with their 
history. 

• I am currently the President on 
the Board of Willum Warrain. 
 

“Connecting to culture and 
community is key to healing”. 

 • I am a proud Palawa man who has 
served on the Board for three years 
as Vice President. 

• I work for Melbourne Pathology as 
the General Manager, Business 
Development & Property, and am an 
Executive Team Member. I have over 
20 years’ experience in the health 
sector. 

• My key drivers are understanding, I 
have volunteered in a number of 
roles across various sporting, 
community organisations and 
charities. 
 

“I am keen to help younger 
generations learn about their 
cultural heritage”. 

 • I am a proud Ngugi woman of the 
Quandamooka people from Moreton 
Island. I grew up mostly on Bunurong 
Country and have spent my adult like 
working within the Kulin Nations on 
Wurundjeri Country within 
community and government sectors. 

• I have extensive experience and 
knowledge in forensic mental health, 
cultural safety, and social emotional 
wellbeing. 
 

“Important values include social 
justice and inclusion, cultural 
connection through healing and 
cultural strengthening and promoting 
the importance of Aboriginal ways of 
knowing and being and belonging”. 

 

AARON SIMMLER 
PRESIDENT 

ROB MORGAN  
VICE PRESIDENT 

HILLARY ALDENHOVEN 
SECRETARY 
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• I am a proud Palawa woman, a 
founding member of Willum 
Warrain and on the Board 
since 2014. 

• I am currently the Treasurer  
on the Board of  
Willum Warrain having served 
as President for five years 
prior. 

• I work at Monterey Secondary 
College as the Assistant 
principal of Engagement and 
Wellbeing  
 
“Being part of Willum Warrain’s 
journey has been a true privilege. I’m 
looking forward to what lies ahead, 
working with our community to 
empower our mob and continue o 
grow Willum Warrain as a welcoming 
cultural hub for generations to come”. 

 • I am a proud Birri Gubba woman 
from the Bindal Group in Ayr, QLD, 
with family ties to Cherbourg 
Aboriginal Mission, QLD. 

• I was inducted into the Victorian 
Aboriginal Honour Roll in 2019. 

• I have worked with community, 
supporting social and emotional 
wellbeing for over 30 years. 

• I am currently employed by 
Peninsula Health as the 
Elder/Cultural Lead. 

• I recently co-authored a research 
paper about the importance of 
Aboriginal Hospital Liaison Officers 
in the British Journal of Social Work. 
 

“Keen to help younger generations learn 
about their cultural heritage”. 

 • I am a proud Pitta Pitta woman, born 
and raised in Northwest Queensland. 

• I have worked in the sector of Family 
violence for over 20 years and believe 
assistance and supports needs to be 
made available for the whole family 

• I believe that spiritual and cultural 
connection is healing and plays a 
major role in our wellbeing 

• I believe in strength-based approaches 
and positive thinking. 

• I believe in reconciliation and sharing 
and connecting with others in the 
community. 
 
“Cultural connectedness is what keeps our 
communities strong and impacts on  
our social and emotional and spiritual 
wellbeing”. 

 

JEANETTE KAINDEL 
TREASURER 

AUNTY HELEN BNADS 
BOARD MEMBER 

SHIRLEY SLANN   
BOARD MEMBER 
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• I am a proud Wathaurong woman, born  
and raised in Victoria. 

• I am a current Ph.D. candidate researching 
“Belonging to Place” 

• I have been working in the community 
sector for the last 10 years focusing on 
cultural, social and emotional wellbeing. 

• I was the former Executive Officer Women’s 
Business at Willum Warrain  

• I believe that cultural connection is vital  
to wellbeing. 
 
“Raising strong and resilient bupups through 
culture and community connections.” 

 
 

 • I am a proud Gunditjmara man and 
became involved with Willum Warrain in 
early 2023. I’ve since connected with my 
mob in Warrnambool and Heywood. 

• I am 71 years old and became aware of 
my Aboriginal background 3 years ago. 
Now retired, I have a background in 
investment services and major 
stockbroking firm working in IT and I ran 
a successful amateur theatre company 
for 20 years. 

• My wife Christine and I regularly attend 
Men’s, Women’s and Elder’s groups and 
other Willum Warrain events. 
 
“I am keen to continue my journey learning as 
much as I can about my Indigenous history 
and deeply appreciate how many in our 
community have missed out on cultural 
connection for most of their lives”. 

 
 

 

TANEISHA WEBSTER 
 UP FOR ELECTION 

JOHN EGAN                 
 UP FOR ELECTION 
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Our Staff  

  
PETER ALDENHOVEN 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

 
KARSTEN POLL 

EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

BELINDA BLACK - ACOUNTS 
 

SAM VULLERS - ADMINISTRATION 

CARA LOVERIDGE - GATHERING 
PLACE COORDINATOR 
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ANGELA ESTCOURT 
WOMEN’S BUSINESS – 

CULTURAL LEAD 

TAMMY SIPTHORPE 
CULTURAL TOURS  

 
NATALIE SCHWABEGGER 

HORTICULTURAL SUPPORT 
 

FELICIA UPTON 
HORTICULTURAL LEAD 

TEAGAN HAGGARTY 
HORTICULTURAL SUPPORT 

 

JULIE MORGAN 
CULTURAL ENGAGEMENT 

HORTICULTURAL SUPPORT  
 

UNCLE JOHN MCLEAN 
CULTURAL TOURS & BUSH 
KIDS PLAYGROUP SUPPORT 

MELISSA STEBBING        
ELDER’S SUPPORT/CLEANER 
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President’s Report 

Reflecting on the year 
 
This past year has been one of growth, connection, and resilience for our Gathering Place. Together, 
we have continued to realise our vision: creating a space where culture thrives, our people feel safe, 
and community bonds are strengthened. 
 
Farewell to Karsten Poll, our Executive Officer/ Operations 
 
This year also marks the conclusion of an extraordinary chapter for Willum Warrain. After eight years 
of unwavering dedication, passion, and leadership, Karsten Poll will be moving on. Karsten’s 
contributions have been nothing short of remarkable. As our first, full-time employee, Karsten has 
been a guiding presence - steering us through challenges, celebrating our successes, and always 
placing the community at the centre of all that we do. Karsten has been a devoted leader and a strong 
advocate for Willum Warrain, and the impact of his work will resonate for years to come. 
On behalf of our entire community, I extend my heartfelt thanks to Karsten for his service. We wish 
him all the best in this, his next chapter and express our deep gratitude for the integral role he has 
played in shaping the strong, vibrant Gathering Place we see today. 
 
Looking ahead 
 
As we step forward, we carry with us the lessons and foundations laid over the past eight years. I wish 
our new Gathering Place Coordinator Cara Loveridge whom you will all hear from today, a warm 
welcome to our Willum Warrain community, knowing that you will be fully supported by the Board, 
our staff, our mob and our allies into the future. 
Together, we will continue to grow, learn, and thrive, ensuring that Willum Warrain remains a space 
where culture is celebrated, and community is at the heart of all we do. 
 
Highlights from the Year 
 

1. Cultural Sharing: We hosted many deadly events and workshops this year, sharing the richness 
of our cultures with others. These moments of connection underscore the importance of 
keeping our stories and traditions alive. 

2. Strong Community Groups: Our Elders’, Women’s, Men’s, Deadly Kids’ and Bush Play groups 
remain the heart of Willum Warrain, fostering spaces for sharing, healing, and mutual support. 
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3. Future Development: Significant progress was made on our Master Plan. We have taken over 
the remaining block of land to relocate the Nursery and our Pun Pun has been expanded, 
paving the way for new spaces that will support our growing community and its needs. 

4. Collaboration: Partnerships such as our work with local day care centres, ELC’s, 
schools, community groups, businesses and agencies highlight how we are effecting 
meaningful change, ensuring cultural values are upheld across the broader community and 
promoting reconciliation. 

 
Acknowledgements 
 
None of our achievements would be possible without the people who stand alongside us: 

• To our community members: Thank you for your trust, strength, and spirit. You are the heart 
of Willum Warrain. 

• To our staff and volunteers: Your hard work and commitment are the foundation of everything 
we achieve together. 

• To our partners and supporters: Thank you for walking this journey with us and helping us 
realise our vision. 

• To our Elders: Your wisdom and guidance inspire us and keep us grounded in our cultural 
values. 
 

A Journey Together 
 
As a Boandik man, I feel a profound connection to this shared journey - a journey of strength, pride, 
and healing. Willum Warrain is more than a Gathering Place; it is a living embodiment of our culture, 
where our people thrive, and our connections deepen. 
Thank you all for being part of this journey and for everyone’s contributions in keeping our community 
strong. Together, let us continue to build on this foundation, always placing culture and connection at 
the heart of all we do. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Aaron Simmler 
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Treasurer’s Report 2023-2024   

This financial year has seen Willum Warrain experience a revenue downturn with our Association 
incurring an operating deficit of $151K. This expected contraction was due to reduced government 
funding, particularly at a state level. 
Notwithstanding this, Willum Warrain has a healthy cash balance, including term deposits set aside for 
wages and a planned entrance building in 2024/5. 
  
Overall, the total income for the year was reduced by $176K, mainly due to Government grants being 
down $295K from the previous year.  Fortunately, by way of some compensation, philanthropic grants 
were stronger in 23/24, increasing from 105K to 210K. 
  
The vagaries of government funding year in, year out, once again highlight the importance for Willum 
Warrain of generating its own income streams. 
To this end, our social enterprises, the Bush Nursery and Cultural tours, become increasingly important 
in building our future. 
 
Bush nursery sales income was strong for the year, increasing 78% from the previous year.   
Cultural tour income remained stable, with a small increase on the previous year, even considering the 
period in early 2024 when tours were not run.  Tour income makes up almost 13% of total income and 
as costs for running tours are relatively low (staffing only), tours are becoming a critical part 
of Willum Warrain’ business model going forwards. 
  
Expenditure across the Gathering Place remained relatively stable for the year, with a small reduction 
in overall expenses, mainly due to running fewer events and an associated reduction in costs. 
  
Thanks once again to ……. 
 

• Belinda Black, our Finance Officer, for her hard work and attention to detail throughout the 
year, ensuring our Gathering Place is run professionally and with probity at all times. 

• Karsten Poll, for his work with Belinda, monitoring and strengthening Willum Warrain’s 
financial resilience over the last 12 months. 

• Peter Aldenhoven for his ongoing grant-writing work which underpins the Gathering Place’s 
operations, 

• Business Lighthouse, our long-term supporter, and business and financial adviser.  
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         Willum Warrain continues to flourish with the continued support of: 

   
Sustainable Table CAGES Foundation Grace Professional Services 
Lord Mayor’s Charitable Foundation Gandel Philanthropy YMCA/Camp Manyung 
Koondee Woonga-gat Toor-ong                 Service Stream  Ionair Australia 
DFFH 
Seedling 

Ross Trust 
Social Traders 

Airsound Solutions 
Blue Scope Steel 

Australian Communities Foundation Fouress Foundation Port Phillip Estate 
Annamila First Nations’ Foundation Tripple   CRAMLI 
Igniting Change   5 Point Foundation Peninsula Hot Springs 
Paul Ramsey Foundation Business Lighthouse Peninsula Community Legal 
Fellowship for Indigenous Leadership Downer  Headspace, Hastings 
Mornington Peninsula Foundation             Esso       South East Water 
Mornington Peninsula Shire Plantmark Wholesale Nursery My Bettter Life 
Roberts Family Foundation Dpt of Premier and Cabinet SWAN 
Neighbourhood House Victoria  Dpt of Families, Fairness and Housing  

 
 
We, two current Board members, certify that the above financial statements give a true and fair view 
of the financial position and performance of the Association. 
 
 
 
_____________________________________                       ______________________________________ 

     Jeanette Kaindel - Treasurer                 Aaron Simmler - President 
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Audit Scope    



 

19 

 

 



 

20 

 

 

President 



 

21 

 

Audit Report 



 

22 

 

 



 

23 

 

 



 

24 

 

Financial Statements 

 



 

25 

 

 



 

26 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

27 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

28 

 

 



 

29 

  



 

30 

 

 



 

31 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

32 

 

 
 

8th 
 



 

33 

 

Contact Information 

Willum Warrain Aboriginal Association Incorporated  

10C Pound Road, Hastings VIC 3915 

PO Box 583 Hastings Victoria 3915  

Tel: 03 5979 1391 

Email: gpc@willumwarrin.org.au 

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK and INSTAGRAM  

www.willumwarrain.org.au 
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