
   

 

  



 2 

 

Contents  

  

Organisation Details................................................................................................... 3 

Our Vision.................................................................................................................. 4 

Our Board.................................................................................................................. 5 

Our Staff.................................................................................................................... 9 

AGM Minutes 2024..................................................................................................... 11 

President’s Report...................................................................................................... 15 

Treasurer’s Report...................................................................................................... 17 

Committee’s Report................................................................................................... 19 

Auditor’s Independence Declaration……..................................................................... 20 

Financial Statements 

Statement of Surplus or Deficit & Other Comprehensive Income…………………………….. 21 

Statement of Financial Position………………………………………………………………………….. 22 

Statement of Changes in Equity………………………………………………………………………….. 23 

Statement of Cash Flows………..………………………………………………………………………... 24 

Notes to the Financial Statements……………………………………………………………………... 25 

Committee’s Declaration…………...…………………………………………………………………….. 33 

Independent Auditor’s Report…...……………………………………………………………………….. 34 

General Information & Contact Information................................................................ 36 

  

Willum Warrain acknowledges the traditional custodians of the lands our Gathering Place is located on,  
the Bunurong/Boon Wurrung people of the Kulin Nation.  
We pay respects to Elders past , present and emerging.  

Artwork by Brianna Wills 



 3 

 

Organisation Details 

 
Willum Warrain Aboriginal Association Inc. is a not-for-profit charitable organisation currently registered 
as follows: 

Organisation name :   Willum Warrain Aboriginal Association Inc. 

Registered   :  Consumer Affairs Victoria 

Act    :  Associations Incorporation Act 1981 

Date registered               :  18th June, 2010    

Location registered :  Victoria, A0054624N 

Type    :  Association 

Business structure :  Not for Profit Charity/community-based     

      Aboriginal Association 

ABN    :  41 179 080 355 

DGR Status Granted :  29th November 2014 

Address   :  10C Pound Road, Hastings Victoria 3915 
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Our Vision 

 
“A vibrant and confident Aboriginal community, encouraging cultural strengthening and providing 

a safe gathering place for all community members” 
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Our Board 
 

 

The Willum Warrain Board is committed to: 

 

◦ Always acting in the best interests of the Association. 

◦ Conducting itself in a way which is becoming to the Association. 

◦ Providing programs, events and services that meet the needs of the community. 

◦ Ensuring the strategies and tasks outlined in the Strategic Plan are actioned. 

◦ Ensuring the Association maintains its vision and relevance to the community. 

◦ Providing a voice advocating on behalf of community. 

◦ Ensuring that Willum Warrain is run professionally, with probity and high ethical standards. 
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A proud Boandik man, is the President of Willum Warrain, following many years of service 
as Treasurer.  
Aaron brings extensive experience in the water and wastewater sector. In his current     
position with Programmed Facilities Management at Melbourne Water, he is  responsible 
for overseeing new projects across the South East region. He is known for his ability to 
troubleshoot complex issues, his in-depth knowledge of   industry regulations, and his 
commitment to promoting environmentally sustainable practices. 
Outside of work, Aaron contributes to local conservation efforts as a volunteer and       
President with the Citizen Science Crew, where he collects and analyses environmental 
data to support preservation initiatives on the Mornington Peninsula. 
 
“I believe connecting to culture and community is the key to healing.” 

A proud Palawa man, has served on the Board of Willum Warrain for the past six years, 
holding the roles of Vice President and Treasurer. He is currently the General Manager 
of Business Development and Property at Melbourne Pathology and a member of the 
Executive Team. With over 20 years of experience in the health sector, Rob brings a 
wealth of knowledge and leadership. He has also generously volunteered his time 
across a range of sporting clubs, community organisations, and charitable causes.  
 
“I am keen to help younger generations learn about their cultural heritage”. 

AARON SIMMLER 

ROB MORGAN 

JEANETTE KAINDEL 

A proud Palawa woman and a founding member of Willum Warrain Aboriginal             
Association. She has served on the Board since 2014, including five years as President, 
and is currently Treasurer for the 2024/25 term. Jeanette has had a long and dedicated 
career in secondary education, working as a teacher of art, media, and wellbeing 
across multiple schools. She is currently the Assistant Principal of Engagement and 
Wellbeing at Monterey Secondary College, where she continues to support and         
empower young people in their educational journeys. 

“Being part of Willum Warrain's journey has been a true privilege. I'm looking forward to 
what lies ahead, working with our community to empower our mob and continue to grow 
Willum Warrain as a welcoming cultural hub for generations to come”. 

Our Leadership—Board Profiles 
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AUNTY HELEN BNADS 

SHIRLEY SLANN 

HILLARY ALDENHOVEN 

Our Leadership—Board Profiles 

Aunty Helen Bnads is a proud Birri Gubba woman from the Bindal Group in Ayr, 
Queensland, with family ties to Cherbourg Aboriginal Mission. She has been a Board 
member for the last ten years. She was inducted into the Victorian Aboriginal Honour 
Roll in 2019. She has worked with the Aboriginal community, supporting social and 
emotional wellbeing for over 30 years. She is currently employed by Peninsula Health 
as the Elder/Cultural Lead. She co-authored a research paper about the importance 
of Aboriginal Hospital Liaison Officers in the British Journal of Social Work. 

 

“I am passionate about supporting mob to live healthy lives and am an advocate for the 
importance of Aboriginal Elders in our community”. 

Shirley Slann is a proud Pitta Pitta woman, born and raised in northwest Queensland. 
She has served on the Board since 2018 and is currently the Vice-President. She has 
worked in the family violence sector for over 20 years in various management roles 
including with Aboriginal organisations. She currently works as a Family Violence  
Respondent Practitioner, at the Frankston Magistrate’s Court. 

“I believe that spiritual and cultural connection is healing and plays a major role in our 
wellbeing. I have lived and worked in the Mornington Peninsula for the last eight years 
and love connecting with our local mob”. 

Hillary Aldenhoven is a proud Ngugi woman of the Quandamooka peoples.  She has 
served as Secretary for the last five years. She is a clinical Social Worker with             
extensive experience in the promotion of cultural safety and a social and emotional 
well-being approach to mental health assessment and treatment in forensic mental 
health. She was a Poche Fellow (2019) at Melbourne University. She is currently the 
Team Leader, Prevention and Recovery Care, St. Vincent’s Hospital, Melbourne. 

 

“Important values for me include social justice and inclusion, cultural connection through 
healing and cultural strengthening and promoting Aboriginal ways of knowing, and being 
and belonging”. 
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UNCLE JOHN EGAN 

TANEISHA WEBSTER 

Our Leadership—Board Profiles 

Taneisha Webster is a proud Wathaurong woman. She is a current Ph.D. candidate 
researching the importance of ‘Belonging to Place’ examining the role of cultural 
connection to wellbeing. She has been a former Willum Warrain President and was 
the Executive Officer/ Women’s Business at the Gathering Place. She has also 
served on the Board of Koondee Wonga-gat Toor-ong, a Victorian First Nations’      
Philanthropy. Previously, she worked with VACCA as a Team Leader and Senior     
Adviser. She was the recipient of the Ricki Marks (2016), a state-wide award for 
young Aboriginal leaders. 

“As a mother of two, I am committed to raising strong and resilient bubups through     
culture and community connections.” 

Uncle John Egan is a proud Gunditjmara man and became involved with Willum   
Warrain early in 2023. He first became aware of his Aboriginal background three 
years ago and is currently 71 years of age. Now retired, he has a background in  
banking in investment services with a major stockbroking firm working in IT. He and 
his wife, Christine ran a successful amateur theatre company for 20 years. They are 
regular attendees of Men’s, Women’s and Elders’ groups and other Willum Warrain 
events. He has connected with his mob down in Warrnambool and Heywood. 

“I am keen to continue my journey in learning as much as I can about my Indigenous     
history and deeply appreciate how many in our community have missed out on cultural 
connection for most of their lives. “ 
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Our Staff 

PETER ALDENHOVEN              
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

CARA LOVERIDGE              
GATHERING PLACE          

MANAGER 

BELINDA BLACK                         
ACCOUNTS 

SAM VULLERS                             
ADMINISTRATION &           

CULTURAL TOUR OFFICER 

FELICIA UPTON                        
BUSH NURSERY                    

MANAGER 

TAMMIE SIPTHORPE             
ABORIGINAL EDUCATION      

LIASONS OFFICER &              
CULTURAL TOURS 
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Our Staff 

ANGELA ESTCOURT 
CULTURAL LEAD GROUPS            
& CULTURAL TOUR GUIDE 

MICHELLE STANWAY           
CULTURAL TOUR GUIDE 

JULIE MORGAN         
CULTURAL ENGAGEMENT     

HORTICULTURAL SUPPORT        
& CULTURAL TOUR GUIDE 

UNCLE JOHN McLEAN 
CULTURAL SUPPORT GROUPS   

& CULTURAL TOUR GUIDE 

MELISSA STEBBING 
HORTICULTURAL SUPPORT 

TEGAN HAGGARTY 
HORTICULTURAL SUPPORT  

NICHOLE ROBINSON 
LEADING HAND GROUNDS          

& NURSERY 
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‘WILLUM WARRAIN’ ASSOCIATION INCORPORATION ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 16/11/24  

11.00 a.m. at Willum Warrain Aboriginal Gathering Place, 10C Pound Rd. Hastings via Zoom. 

Present in person:- Peter Aldenhoven, Karsten Poll,  Aaron Simmler, Shirley Slann, Sam Vullers, John 
Egan, Sean Armistead, Jennifer Armistead, Cara Loveridge 

Online:- Jeanette Kaindel, Julie Pittle, Taneisha Webster, Rob Morgan, Hillary Aldenhoven  

By proxy:-  Paul Egan, Luke Nankervis, Angela Estcourt, Sonya Dunbar-Shepherd, Lorraine Pierson, 
Shaylene Newton, Zara Leeon, Suzette Donald, Jamie Heycox, Lee-Anne Eddington, Beverley Amos, 
Melissa Stebbing, Kayleen Barber, Allison Briggs, Jodie Voight, Kristy Maher, Sarah Van    Dillen, Ngairee 
Anderson, Brianna Wills, Jessica Taylor, Lisa Webster, Skye Roberts, Ross Lewis, Tom Sipthorpe, Tim 
Gibbs, Dylan Young, Mark Thomas, John McLean, Noel Craven, Klay Williams, Phil Polites, Emily Web-
bers, Rebecca Jones, Julie Morgan. 

Apologies:- Lorraine Parsons, Helen Bnads.  

(1) Meeting opening  

1.1 Quorum of 30 (Aboriginal Full Members) achieved via attendees present, online and proxies. Meeting 
able to be commenced. 

1.2 Acknowledgement of Traditional Owners and Welcome.  

Aunty Shirley Slann welcomed everyone and acknowledged the Traditional Owners as a proud Pitta Pitta 
woman. She has been coming here for 10 years and has seen it grow into the beautiful gathering place it 
is today. She passed on apologies on behalf of Aunty Lorraine Parsons, our usual Chair who was           
unfortunately unwell and unable to attend today. She also acknowledged the outstanding contribution 
Karsten has made to Willum Warrain over the last 8 years as EO/ Operations and that we will miss him 
greatly. She also acknowledged the work done by staff in preparing for the AGM and noted the                
impressive AGM report. 

1.3 Confirmation of minutes-  

 
 

Moved: -   Aaron  Simmler  Seconded:- Jeanette Kaindel  

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY  

Motion:- That the minutes tabled of the last Annual General meeting (28/10/2023) be accepted 
as a true account of that meeting with one amendment, that Shirley Slann be removed from the 
Apologies as she was in attendance that day. 
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(2) President’s Report – Aaron Simmler 

Aaron thanked everyone for attending and acknowledged the Traditional Owners of the land. 
He delivered the President’s report (see full transcript 2024 AGM report) and thanked the     
community, staff, Board and supporters for all their contributions.  

Key points:-  
 

• This year has been a year of growth, connection and resilience. 
• Farewell to Karsten Poll our long-serving Executive Officer/ Operations and thank 

you for 8 years of unwavering dedication, passion and leadership. 
• Looking forward to welcoming our new Gathering Place Coordinator, Cara         

Loveridge, who will guide our gathering place as a space where culture is                
celebrated and community is at the heart of all we do. 

 

 
 
Moved: -    Jeanette Kaindel  Seconded: - Rob Morgan 
 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY  
 
(3) Treasurer’s Report – Jeanette Kaindel 
 
Jeanette acknowledged the Traditional Owners of the land and delivered the Treasurer’s       
report (see full transcript in 2024 AGM report). 
 
Key points:- 
 

• Willum Warrain has experienced a revenue downturn this year due to reduced  
 government funding. Notwithstanding this, cash reserves remain healthy. 
• Philanthropic funding was stronger in 2023/4. 
• Our two social enterprises (Bush Nursery and Cultural Tours) are growing and  
 remain critical to securing our financial future. 

 
 
 

Moved: -    Jennifer  Armistead           Seconded: -  Rob Morgan 
 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

Motion: - That the President’s report be accepted.  

Motion: - That the Treasurer’s report be accepted.  



 13 

 

 

(4) Annual report  

 
Moved:-       Aaron Simmler      Seconded:-  Hillary Aldenhoven 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
(5) Annual fees 

 
Moved: -        John Egan                Seconded: -  Jeanette Kaindel 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

 (6) Election of Board Members  

Three positions were vacant with three nominations received. As per the rules, all three           
candidates were therefore automatically appointed to the Board.                                                                                                           
Previous serving Board members, Jeanette Kaindel and Taneisha Webster were reappointed         
on the Board for the next three years. John Egan was newly elected on to the Board for three 
years also. Each of the three candidates was invited by the Chair to speak.   

Aunty Jeanette Kaindel                                                                                                                                                                              
“I am a proud Palawa women. I have been a Board member since 2014. I am committed to      
social justice. As a Deputy Principal at a local secondary college, I see the long-term effects    
of disadvantage and cultural loss for young mob. I am keen to keep working on behalf of            
community to secure a future for generations to come”. 

Taneisha Webster                                                                                                                                                                 
“I am a proud Wathaurong woman in my  6th year of serving on the Board. I am passionate 
about connecting kids to culture and bringing about intergenerational repair. The first time I 
came to Willum Warrain in 2015, I fell in love with the place. It is safe place for mob, where 
everyone is valued and connected in. I have completed an Honours degree in Psychology and 
am  undertaking a PhD involving a case study of Willum Warrain. It is so vital to mob. I am also 
the mum of 2 bubups and I bring them to the Gathering Place whenever I can”. 

Uncle John Egan                                                                                                                                                                        
“I am a proud Gunditjmara man. I have been on a journey of connection over the last 3 years.    
I was raised by my grandparents and did not grow up knowing I was Aboriginal through my    
father’s side. I have since met up with Aboriginal family members including my brother and 
sister and been welcomed back to Country. When I retired to Bittern with my wife, Chris, we 
stumbled onto this beautiful Gathering Place. We have both since become very active          
community members. I am privileged to be asked to come onto the Board and am looking     
forward to working with everyone to grow and improve Willum Warrain”.  

Motion: - That the Annual report be accepted.  

Motion: - That no membership fees to be charged in line with the practice of past years’. 
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(7) Other Business 

 

Cara Loveridge, the newly appointed Gathering Place Coordinator, introduced herself to the 
community. 

“I pay my respects to the Traditional Owners of the land. I am a proud Kaurna/ Peramangk   
woman who has recently connected with my dad. He is a senior Kaurna Elder and a prominent 
Indigenous academic in Adelaide. I am the mother of two teenagers. I was welcomed right from 
the start when I first came to Willum Warrain, I experienced love, comfort, and a feeling of     
being at home. I am very excited to be the new Gathering Place Coordinator for everyone, staff, 
mob and allies. I also acknowledge that I am walking in Karsten’s footsteps (big shoes to fill) 
but I will do it in my own way and hope to add my own sparkle to the role”. 

 

(8) Conclusion 

Shirley Slann thanked everyone involved at Willum Warrain for attending the AGM virtually 
again this year and expressed the hope that 2025 would be a wonderful year for our Gathering 
Place. 

Meeting finished at 11.30am 
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President’s Report 

Hello everyone, thank you all for being here today for our 2024/5 AGM. 

It’s been another outstanding  year for Willum Warrain, with steady growth, strong community           
connection, and real progress across every part of our community organisation. 

Without pre-empting our Treasurer’s report too much, I do want to highlight the significance of our  
financial turnaround this year. 

After posting an operating loss for the first time in eleven years of operations of $151,676 in FY 2023/4, 
this year we are back on track with an operating surplus of $92,365. 

This a significant turnaround. It reflects not just stronger financial management but genuine                
collaboration, from the Board, from our staff, and from our partners who continue to believe in what 
Willum Warrain represents. 

This result gives us future stability and confidence. It means we can keep planning ahead, investing in 
our programs, and supporting the community work that sits at the heart of what we do. 

Another highlight has been the impact Cara Loveridge, our Gathering Place Manager, has had     
streamlining day-to-day operations and strengthening cultural leadership, particularly in the Women’s 
and Family space. 

When she spoke at last year’s AGM, she said she wanted to bring some “sparkle” to the Gathering 
Place. She has absolutely done this, especially when she brings her baby lambs to work! You can feel it 
when you walk through the gates; the place has real warmth, energy, and a sense of belonging, known 
to all. 

Cara and all our twelve staff work hard to ensure Willum Warrain continues to be a safe and                
welcoming space for our community, a place where mob can connect, share stories, and feel proud, 
without the fear of judgement. 

On the infrastructure front, our dream of building a new entrance building is still out there on the     
horizon. It’s a big vision, and we’re not letting go of it.  

In the meantime, however, we’ve taken the practical step of responding to the growing demand for 
more flexible spaces to accommodate cultural programs and tours. The Board has approved the ex-
pansion of the current meeting room and an extension to our shed verandah which will immediately 
create more all-weather space for mob. 
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This year, there are also some important Board transitions. 

I want to acknowledge and thank Aunty Helen Bnads, who has served on the Board for 10 years, 
Aunty Shirley Slann, who’s been with us for 8 years and Rob Morgan, who’s been a part of us for the 
last 6 years. 

Together, they’ve provided strong cultural direction, stability, and unwavering commitment to the 
community and to Willum Warrain’s vision. They’ve helped guide us through growth, challenge, and 
change and always kept the needs of mob front and centre. 

We thank them deeply for everything they’ve given. 

And as we say farewell to these long-serving members, we also welcome new energy, fresh ideas 
and perspectives that will help carry us into the next phase of our journey. It’s this    balance between 
wisdom and renewal that keeps our organisation strong. 

Looking ahead, there is a lot to be optimistic about. 

We’ve built a financially stable foundation. We’ve got strong leadership in place. We’re improving our 
infrastructure and deepening our community impact. 

Willum Warrain continues to stand strong as a destination for self-determination, for culture, and for 
community strength here on the Mornington Peninsula. 

As we move forward, we’ll keep doing what we do best, walking together, supporting each another, 
and creating opportunities for the next generation to stand proud and connected on Country. 

Thank you to everyone who has contributed this year, our Elders, staff, volunteers, members,        
partners, and supporters. It’s because of your collective effort that Willum Warrain continues to 
grow and shine. 

 

Thank you, 

Aaron Simmler 
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This financial year has seen a positive rebound by Willum Warrain. As highlighted by our President, 
the gathering place produced a modest financial return. This needs to be re-enforced by continued 
growth across our revenue streams and close governance on our centre’s costs. This will allow    
Willum Warrain to move into a strong, sustainable position continuing to serve Mob and prosper 
into the future. 

 

In summary, an operating surplus of  $92,365.00 was achieved. 

Hard work is still required, although there is reason to pause to celebrate this achievement. 

 

A significant rise in Government grants and a lift in revenue from the Cultural Tours social enterprise 
powered this result. Our other social enterprise, Willum Warrain Bush Nursery saw a marginal drop 
in revenue but remains a key focus (along with Cultural Tours) for Willum Warrain as we move        
towards a self-sustainable enterprise. 

 

There was another reduction in expenditure across the Gathering Place’s operations particularly 
staffing. This tight control of spending will add further to the long-term sustainability of our gathering 
place. 

  

Thanks once again to ……. 

 

• Belinda Black, our Finance Officer, for her hard work and attention to detail throughout the 
year, ensuring our Gathering Place is run professionally and with probity at all times. 

• Cara Loveridge, who has taken on the role as Gathering Place Manager with significant vigour 

• Peter Aldenhoven for his ongoing grant-writing work which underpins the Gathering Place’s 
operations, 

 

 

 

Treasurer’s Report 
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Willum Warrain continues to flourish with the continued support of: 

 

Melbourne Water     Lord Mayor’s Charitable Foundation    

Women in Construction    5 Point Foundation      

Service Stream     Rock Solid Civil 

Mornington Peninsula Shire   Barragunda 

Fellowship for Indigenous Leadership  Seedling 

Social Traders     Koondee Woonga-gat Toor-ong 

Dept of Families, Fairness & Housing  National Indigenous Australians Agency 

Dept of Education & Training   Airsound Solutions 

Igniting Change     Ionair Australia 

The Ross Trust     YMCA/Camp Manyung 

Mornington Peninsula Foundation  Grace Professional Services 

Who Gives a Crap     Peninsula Heating & Cooling 

Neighbourhood House, Victoria   Peninsula Community Legal 

Bindara Group     David Scott School 

Blue Scope Steel     Mornington Uniting Church 

Port Phillip Estate``    Chris Friday Foundation 

Arthurs Seat Eagle     Vic Health 

Outback Academy      South East Water 

Follow the Flowers     Hamer Sprout Foundation 

Amrita Australia Foundation  

We, two current Board members, certify that the above financial statements give a true and fair 
view of the financial position and performance of the Association. 
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General Information 

Contact Information 

Willum Warrain Aboriginal Association Incorporated 

10C Pound Road, Hastings, VIC 3915 

PO Box 583 Hastings, VIC 3915 

Tel: 0403528034 

Email: gpc@willumwarrain.org.au 

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK OR INSTAGRAM 

www.willumwarrain.org.au 

 


